Western Springs Park District
Integrated Turf & Pest Management
Plan (2026)

1. Purpose and Objective

The Western Springs Park District (WSPD) recognizes community concerns regarding herbicides,
pesticides, and fertilizers. Our goal is to balance environmental stewardship, fiscal responsibility, and
public safety while maintaining high-quality park spaces.

WSPD manages over 90 acres across 13 parks. Our objective is to provide safe, well-maintained, and
accessible green spaces.

A fully organic-only approach is not currently practical for heavily used spaces. WSPD uses a
balanced, integrated approach to ensure safe and functional park conditions.

2. Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Approach

IPM combines biological, cultural, physical, and chemical tools to manage pests while minimizing
risks.

« Pests include weeds, insects, or animals impacting turf
» Not all species are treated as pests
« Decisions are based on site conditions and safety

WSPD prioritizes prevention, monitoring, and targeted intervention.

3. Turf Management Philosophy
Healthy turf reduces pest issues. WSPD emphasizes:
e Proper mowing

¢ Aeration and overseeding

¢ Soil health

¢ Drainage

e Irrigation practices

4. Use of Herbicides and Pesticides

WSPD complies with Illinois regulations.

Preventative: before pest emergence
Curative: when thresholds are exceeded



Principles:

» Lowest effective quantity

 Targeted applications

* Reduced-risk products when feasible

5. Operational Procedures

e Licensed applicators

¢ EPA-approved products

¢ Recordkeeping

« Public notification signage
¢ Low-use timing

6. Site-Based Management Strategy

High-Use Fields: highest maintenance
Community Areas: moderate maintenance
Passive Areas: minimal intervention

7. Environmental Responsibility

¢ Limit chemical use

¢ Protect pollinators

« Explore native plantings
« Evaluate alternatives

8. Ongoing Evaluation

This plan is reviewed annually. WSPD will monitor, evaluate, train, and incorporate feedback.

9. Communication & Transparency
e Plan available online

 Seasonal updates

« Signage notifications

¢ Open communication

10. Conclusion

WSPD is committed to safe, attractive, and environmentally responsible parks through balanced IPM
practices.



